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Minutes 
 
 Minutes of the meeting of Huntingfield Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th May 2024 in the Hub  
 
Councillors attending: Cllr David Blackmore (Chair), Cllr Julie Collett, Cllr Emma Ward, Cllr Carla Kruger and County Cllr Stephen Burroughes.  Also attending were 4 residents and Clerk/RFO Carol Hume 
 
 39.24	 Apologies and approval of absences. Cllr. Edward Watson, District Cllr Julia Ewart.
 	  
 40.24 	To receive Declaration of Interest.  Cllr Collett declared an interest in Item 10b – The Hub storage shed and lockable cupboard.
 
 41.24 	To consider requests for dispensations. None 
 
 42.24 	To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 13th March 2024 are a true and correct record. The council agreed that the minutes were correct, and they were signed ..by the Chairman.  Draft minutes are to be displayed on the noticeboard from now on. 
 
 43.24 	To receive Progress Reports for information. 
a. Phone mast – Cllr Blackmore had contacted Net CS, a company who work with the C of E with projects of this nature.  They do not see any of the main network providers being interested in investing large sums because there aren’t enough customers locally.  Cllr Ward will research prices for a TP-link booster.  A mast on the Millenium Green would be too expensive.  More people need to complain to their provider about the bad signal in the area.  Cllr Blackmore will continue to research different routes to solve the problem.
b. The Hare finances – Cllr Collett has provided financial information to Helen Cannon but currently there is a stalemate over the figures.
c. HPC letter to Anglian Water – Cllr Collett read out a draft letter she had written on behalf of HPC.  Cllr Blackmore will review the letter and return it to the clerk for submitting.  A suggestion was made to contact ESC Environmental Services regarding sewerage.
d. Tree lights quote – Cllr Collett said two sets of lights have been donated by Helen Cannon so no quote was needed from Pearce and Kemp.  The lights need to be checked over and Cllr Ward said she would ask Joss to help put the lights up on site.
 
 44.24 	Public participation session (15 minutes) to include County Councillor and District Councillor     reports 
The report from District Cllr Ewart had been presented earlier during the APM.  County Cllr Burroughes highlighted points from his report including National Grid projects; Milestone, the new highways contractor are doing a good job; £10m set aside for fixing potholes so keep reporting on the Highways portal; older people and children with autism care plan application.  He said this would be the last annual meeting he will attend at Huntingfield as he is stepping down.  The role is now a huge job and new people are needed to go forward.
During the Public Forum a resident expressed concern about the lack of plantings around the Hub with several summer events coming up and would the PC be willing to make a donation towards buying some plants for containers.  Cllr Blackmore proposed a donation of £150 which was seconded by Cllr Ward and agreed to unanimously. Sheila Freeman will head this project up and will need some volunteers to help. 
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 45.24	 Update on properties in Huntingfield owned by the Heveningham Hall Estate.
No report had been provided	
 46.24	 Finance 
a. To review and approve the statement of accounts for the financial year ended 31.3.2024.  Approved 
b. To review and approve the bank reconciliation.  Approved 
		c.  To approve the Authorisation to Pay.  Approved 
d. To approve the account receipts – interest £22.15. Approved
e. To approve the end of year Accounting Statements (AGAR 2023/2024).  Approved 
f. To approve the Annual Governance Statement.  Approved  
g. To agree exemption from external audit.  Agreed
h. To approve the CIL return.  Approved
i. To appoint an internal auditor.  Heelis and Lodge proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded Cllr Collett, and were appointed.
 
 47.24	To consider planning applications
		None received.
 
48.24 To further discuss how to spend the total CIL payments received

Cllr Collett said the new shed needs flooring.  Once that is installed then other items can be moved around to see what extra storage is needed.  There will be a bill coming for digger work already done.  

Cllr Watson was going to speak to Sam Kenward (ES Communities Officer) about bike repair stations in the area. in his absence, Cllr Blackmore proposed that this project should be progressed, seconded by Cllr Ward and agreed unanimously.  Cllr Watson will be asked to complete the project, the station will be located in the environs of the Hub, exactly where will depend on its size.

More ideas are needed on what to spend money on.  Drain clearing is a possibility, as is resurfacing the Hub car park which is starting to deteriorate where bottle bank lorries turn.  There may be some grant money for that.  The Hub trustees will look into it.
		

49.24 To note correspondence already received and circulated:

East Suffolk Blooms – Cllr Collett has completed the application.  She is happy to collect them and Cllr Ward offered to help with planting.
D-Day 80th anniversary – nothing required
FIT Villages – Cllr Blackmore feels it would be a good idea to find out the demand for this if it was made available in the Hub for a 6 – 8 week period.  He currently has no internet at home but agreed to take this forward.  There would be funding available from ESC.
	
			
 50.24	HPC Vacancy update

	No interest as yet.  Keep monitoring the situation
	
 51.24 Community Emergency Plan

Cllr Collett has prepared a plan for Huntingfield based on the Freckenham Emergency Plan.  Needs a little more work.  To be included in the next agenda.
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52.24	Date of Next Meeting - The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th July 2024 7 pm at the Hub.
 
 	Meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 

 	Minutes agreed as correct. 
 
 
 
 	Chairman____________________________________________Date__________________ 
 
 
 	Carol Hume 
[image: ] 	Huntingfield Parish Clerk huntingfieldclerk@gmail.com 







72



image1.jpg
‘ Huntlngﬁeld

\;ﬁk\/




