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Huntingfield Parish Council   

Minutes   
   

 Minutes of the meeting of Huntingfield Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th July 2026 

in the Hub.    

   

Councillors attending: Cllr Edward Watson (Acting-Chair),  Cllr Sarah Kline, Cllr John Folan. 

Also attending were 3 members of the public and Clerk/RFO Carol Hume.  

 

Cllr Watson informed everyone present that the new recently installed audio system is in use 

for the first time during this meeting and he would ask for feedback at the end of the meeting.  

   

49.26   Apologies and approval of absences.  SCC Annette Dunning,  DC Julia Ewart, Cllr Emma Ward 

       

50.26  To receive Declaration of Interest.  None 

   

51.26  To consider requests for dispensations. No requests received.   

   

52.26   To resolve that the minutes of the HPC meeting and the Annual General Meeting held on 13th 

May 2026 are true and correct records.   The minutes were signed as being accurate by the Acting Chair.   

   

53.26    Public participation session (15 minutes) to include County and District Councillor reports.  

The report from DC Ewart had asked for feedback on the new refuse bins in the village.  It was agreed 

the bins are now being collected regularly and there are no problems to report.  Cllr Kline highlighted that the 

consultation period for a new Local Plan expires on 29th July.  Cllr Watson will put the link on the community 

Facebook page.  Cllr Watson said that land behind Holland Rise has been put forward as a site for new 

housing.  It is early days but this will need views from the public to be put forward.  A resident then talked 

about the Millenium Green fitness circuit which has been in place for 20 years and is now rotting away.  He 

felt it is important not to lose this facility so the question is what do villagers want to happen?  It could be 

removed, or it could be repaired (although this would be a waste of resources), or new equipment could be 

purchased as there is funding available for that.  Once the cost of replacement is known then funding 

enquiries can be made.  He will take it back to the MG committee and a piece will be put in the Hare asking 

for comments and ideas from residents.  This proposal will be kept separate from a CIL spending idea for 

new adult fitness equipment to be discussed later in the meeting. 

 

 

54.26   Progress reports for information 

a)  New dog waste bins – DC Ewart has given the clerk the name of another contact at ESC to contact and 

ask for this to be progressed. 

b)   A question was asked as to why a lease is needed at all as this item has gone on for a long time.  It was  

questioned whether the need for a lease was being driven by the fact that the Hub was now a CIO i.e limited 

company and as such a formal commercial orientated lease was therefore required.   Cllr Watson will arrange 

an informal meeting between the Parish Council and the Hub Trustees.  He will also contact David Blackmore 

to establish why there is a need for a lease. 

c)  Cllr Watson will speak to David Blackmore ref responsibility for the SID.  Cllr Ward will speak to Carla 

Kruger about the maintenance of the defibrillator. 

d) The clerk has put a list of all the councillor email addresses on the noticeboard and notified the editor of 

the Hare of that information too.                                  
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55.26   Finance 

a)  The Statement of Accounts for the current financial year was agreed and signed by the Acting Chair 

b)  The Bank Reconciliation to date was agreed and signed by the Acting Chair. 

c)  Bank balances as at 30.6.2026 – Current A/C £40,403.13 Savings A/C £20,472.73 were confirmed 

d)  The account receipts of interest in May 2026 £8.97, and June 2026 £8.13 were approved 

e)  The authorisation to pay was approved for payment 

f)   The Internal Audit report for 2025/2026 from Heelis and Lodge was received.  Three recommendations 

from the report have been noted, will be implemented by the clerk and added to a future meeting agenda 

for approval and adoption by HPC.  The insurance fidelity cover will be increased and the clerk will obtain a 

quote from a different insurance provider for the 2026/2027 renewal comparison. 

 

56.26    Planning 

DC/26/2219/TPO – 1no Ash – Fell.  Dunnetts Farm, Heveningham Road, Huntingfield IP19 0DB 

There were no comments against this application. 

 

57.26  CIL expenditure - updated costings and expenditure 

The clerk had updated and circulated the income/expenditure spreadsheet to councillors prior to the meeting 

and the acting-Chairman read out all the items purchased and the cost of each of them.  The list will be put 

in the Hare.  A quote of £3341 from Mr Thurston/Easitron for the new MG steps and handrail was proposed 

for acceptance by Cllr Kline, seconded Cllr Folan was agreed and it is hoped work on this will start soon. The 

clerk will contact Mr Moore to confirm the quote for the MG car park extension and new 5-bar gate.  

 

58.26   Further CIL spending ideas 

The wooden adult outdoor gym as mentioned at the last HPC meeting has been researched by a resident, 

There are various options available but none are made of wood.  It was agreed to do some further 

Research, to ask villagers what they would like and see what other villages have.  As space would be an 

Issue, it would be a good idea to combine this with the idea about replacing the fitness circuit (see Item 

53.26). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

59.26  Suffolk CC 20 mph village limit proposal 

The clerk has heard back from Chediston and Linstead PC who would like to be included in any campaign 

for this with Huntingfield.  Walpole and Cookley PC have considered this but do not meet the criteria 

described in the policy proposal.  The clerk will write to the Heveningham clerk again and ask for a 

response.  Cllr Watson will contact Jeremy Muller of the Suffolk Parishes Road Safety Group and ask what 

the next steps are. 

 

60.26 Suffolk Highways wish list 

SCC Cllr Dunning has asked for a list of works that residents would like to see in the village so that she can 

arrange a meeting with the highways community engineer to see what can be achieved, and with an idea of 

finances that will be needed to be raised by the village.  The additional road markings on Barrells Hill and a 

‘STOP’ sign at the Brick Kiln Lane junction with the Linstead Road along with more signage at all ends of 

the village are the main items.  Cllr Kline and Helen Cannon will get together to make a complete list.  

 

61.26  Pollution of the Blyth 

A circulated email has been received from the Wilder Wenhaston River conservation group asking for 

support from local villages.  Cllr Kline will contact the Environment Agency to press for urgent action to 

reduce pollution of local rivers.  
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62.26  Correspondence 

Halesworth and District Museum grant request – The HPC policy is not to use monies from the precept for 

such requests.  Individuals can contribute personally if they wish. 

               

Local Plan Scoping Consultation – Cllr Watson will put a link to this on the Facebook page  Cllr Kline also 

thinks it is important for the Parish Council to have input to the new Local Plan. 

 

Cllr Kline said that DC Ewart is receiving complaints about excess noise at Blyth Barn.  There are also 

complaints about increased traffic through the village during the weekend of the Country Fair.  Cllr Watson 

said that individuals should contact Wilderness with any complaints first and then if no satisfactory response 

is received, they should bring it to the attention of the Parish Council.  Cllr Watson will compile an email with 

some of these complaints and comments to send to Matt Bostock. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

63.26   Date of the next meeting – Confirmed as Wednesday 9th September 2026 at 7 pm in the Hub. 

 

There was positive feedback on the audio system at the end of the meeting.  Speakers need to be close to  

the microphone so sharing was a problem so one or two extras may be needed.    

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm 

 

 

 

            

  

  Minutes agreed as correct.   

     

   

  Chairman____________________________________________Date__________________   

   

   

  Carol Hume   

  Huntingfield Parish Clerk huntingfieldclerk@gmail.com   

                                                                                                                                               

                              

                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                  

             

       


