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01/23       

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Thursday 2nd February 2023 at 7.00 pm 

 

Councillors attending:  Cllr D. Blackmore (Chairman), Cllr E. Watson, Cllr J. Driver, Cllr E. Ward, 
 Also attending: Carol Hume (Clerk & RFO) and 11 members of the public. 

 

 

1. Chairman’s welcome and formal notice about recording of the meeting (if applicable). 
Cllr. Blackmore took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting, including the Clerk, Carol Hume.  
There was no recording of the meeting 

2. To RECEIVE apologies for absence - NONE 
To RECEIVE declarations of interest - NONE, and 
To RECEIVE delegated Declarations of Interest Dispensation decisions or APPROVE such dispensation 
requests where required - NONE.  
NOTED – The resignation of Cllr D Burrows from the Parish Council.  The Clerk will write to Mr. Burrows to 
thank him for his time as a councillor.  It is hoped that Carla Kruger and Clive Watson will be co-opted on to 
the Council at the next meeting. 
 

3. Public Forum 
The Chairman to invite members of the public to indicate if they wish to speak at this meeting, either on an 
item on the Agenda or on a general matter. There were various points raised regarding the untidy state at the 
Forge and other development properties in the village.  Also broken glass and general untidiness in and around 
Holland Rise along with trees and a large oak tree which still need to be cut back.  UK Power Networks will 
need to be contacted as a power cable goes through the tree.  A soakaway in the road near Bridge Cottage 
constantly blocks up with mud and overflows.  Rainwater also flows down the hill from the Millennium Green 
entrance.  There were comments about holes in roads and poor road edges that Highways Suffolk are 
responsible for.  Photographs of potholes can be uploaded on the Highways Suffolk Tool.  The clerk will contact 
New Tide Homes regarding issues at Holland Rise, UK Power Networks regarding tee cutting, and Suffolk 
Highways regarding roads.  There was also a question about the disclosure of income and expenditure for the 
Hub.  There is a public meeting concerning the Hub on Monday 6th February at which this issue can be raised.    

 

4. Minutes of the last meeting 

RESOLVED - to APPROVE the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 9th November 2022 (previously 

circulated) as a true and accurate record. 
 

5. County and District Councillor’s Report 

               To RECEIVE an oral or written report from Cllr. Stephen Burroughes (Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk   
               District Council) and to give him the opportunity to respond to any matters raised in the Public Forum –  
               No report received.  The Clerk will contact Cllr Burroughes to ask the reason why no report was received. 
       

6. The Hub 
To RECEIVE an update on the proposed agreement with the Hub Trustees – the Chairman is determined to 
resolve the issue of gaps in the land title deeds for the Hub and proposes to meet with Sprake and Kingsley at 
their office.  Mrs J Collett will accompany him.  There should be a meeting between the Hub and the Parish 
Council to agree the way forward. 
To APPROVE proposed expenditure for the Hub – NONE proposed 
 

7. Planning and Development  

To CONSIDER any planning applications received by the Council for comment, including those received after 

the publication of this agenda – NONE.  To NOTE any planning decisions received – NONE RECEIVED 
 

To RECEIVE an update on properties owned by the Heveningham Hall Estates – NONE RECEIVED 
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8. Parish Clerk’s Report 

To RECEIVE an update on actions still outstanding from previous meetings. 

Plug-in Suffolk – no response from Wilby PC clerk so the Clerk will contact her again or the Council chairman 

for an update. 

Quiet Lanes – awaiting more mounting brackets from SCC then delivery of the signs will be arranged. 

New laptop – Cllr Watson will order from Heron IT and liaise with the Clerk ref transfer of data. 

Lloyds Bank – updated mandate change form was submitted on 19/01/2023 

OneSuffolk.net – training arranged for 06/02/2023 for the clerk at a cost to the Council of £45 + VAT  
 

9. Responsible Financial Officer’s Report 

• NOTED – A  Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Accounts, having been circulated prior to the 
meeting.  The RFO said that more work is needed to produce accurate and clear accounts for the year 
and intends to  present these at the next meeting.  

•  The Chairman spoke of the decision to leave the precept for 2023 at £6124, the same as last year 
which will result in a council tax reduction of 5.45% on a Band D property because of the greater 
number of residents in Huntingfield paying Council Tax.  This was APPROVED by the Council. 

• The Chairman asked for ideas on how to spend the Neighbourhood CIL Payment of £4686.08 received 
during 2022.  There is a responsibility to spend this grant within 5 years on new infrastructure items. 

• The Draft Budget for 2023 will be presented and discussed at the next meeting. 

• The proposal to open an account with Unity Trust Bank has been put on hold as there may be bank 
charges applied.   

• The following list of payments was APPROVED. 
 

 
 

10. NOTED - correspondence received since the last meeting and already circulated. 
• Email received form Jim Wardale of the Millennium Green Trustees regarding the proposed Coronation 

Big Lunch on Sunday 7th May.  There are grants available from the National Lottery Community Fund 
for Coronation events.  Cllr Ward offered to liaise with Mr Wardale over this. 

 
• The Chairman spoke about future elections when voters will need photo ID for the first time.  There is 

help available for anyone who needs it and he suggested this item should be included in the Hare.  
 

11. Date of the next meeting 
CONFIRMED - the date of the next meeting on Wednesday 8th March 2023 at 7 pm in the Hub 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50 pm 

Authorisation to Pay

Date Supplier Item Gross VAT Net Comment
2nd Feb Carol Hume Salary - November 2022  £      330.17  £      330.17 

2nd Feb Carol HUme Salary - December 2022  £      340.15  £      340.15 

2nd Feb Carol Hume Home working x 3 months  £         78.00  £         78.00 

2nd Feb Julie Collett Backdated pay increase  £      108.40  £      108.40 

2nd Feb EPS Transfers 2 x A4 signs  £         18.00  £       3.00  £         15.00 
2nd Feb Suffolk Coastal Norse Ltd Village green grass-cutting April 22 to Nov 22  £      223.43  £     37.24  £      186.19 

Total 1,098.15£ 40.24£   1,057.91£ 

2nd February 2023
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